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Media Release 

Studying Fungi can be Fun 
Local secondary students Zoe Jones and Nick Brown are out to prove that foraging for fungi is fun. Zoe and Nick, year 10 students at Smithfield Secondary, have entered the BHP Billiton Science Awards with their project: Fungus Protein as a Meat Substitute. 
They hope to win one of the prizes in the BHP Billiton Science Awards, offered in conjunction with the CSIRO. 

Students can win $3000 for themselves and have the chance to compete at the International Science and Engineering Fair in the US. 

Nick and Zoe’s project is designed to test the possibility that mushrooms and other fungi could be grown and harvested in quantities large enough to supplement and eventually replace meat in the human diet. "Both Nick and I are vegetarians, which is difficult for us since be both come from beef-farming families," said Zoe Jones. 

Nick and Zoe’s project is one of several pieces of scientific research being done at Smithfield Secondary College this year. 

The Principal of the College, Ms Judith Bloggs, said Nick and Zoe were having great fun foraging in paddocks for wild fungi. 

"Entering the BHP Billiton Science Awards has shown students how exciting science can be. And the work they and their teachers are doing helps show the community how valuable scientific research is," said Ms Bloggs. 

ENDS 
For more information or to arrange an interview or photo opportunity, please contact Ms Judith Bloggs, Principal, or Mr Jim Smith, Science Teacher, Smithfield Secondary College on 1234 5678. 
